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Michael Mikutaitis, Flotilla Commander   

Greetings Everyone! I hope 
that everyone had a fun, safe 
holiday season.   
 
We are off to a fresh, new 
year with lots to do.  Work on 
a calendar of events for the 
year is underway and is in the 
process of verifying event 
dates.  For those that are not 

aware, the flotilla business meetings have been 
moved to the last Thursday of the month.  The meet-
ing time is the same as in the past – 7:00pm to 
9:00pm.   
 
No other major changes to the way the flotilla is op-
erated are expected.  Festus and his staff have done 
an excellent job and it works for me.  We have a 
great staff for the new year comprised of last years’ 
staff and new volunteers.   
 
I’ve asked Al Crothers, Member Training Officer,  to 
come up with training for the meetings for the year.  
The first training will be on Staff Officer duties.  Al 
has a couple of openings so if you have any ideas 
relating to Coast Guard Auxiliary themed training or 
safety training please send them to Al and Bob Fal-
setti, Flotilla Vice Commander.  
 
I look forward to working with everyone.  If you have 
any questions please feel free to contact either Bob 
Falsetti or myself. 

Flotilla 12Flotilla 12--3 Members3 Members  
USCG Auxiliary USCG Auxiliary   

Five Year AnniversariesFive Year Anniversaries  
John ByersJohn Byers    Jan. 12Jan. 12  
Alfred PagliaAlfred Paglia    Jan. 12Jan. 12  
Scott MooreScott Moore    Jan. 24Jan. 24  

 

Auxiliary Food Service Introduction & Orientation 
Feb. 4, 2017 : 9:00 am- 1:00pm 
USCG Station Charleston, 2nd Floor Training Room 
Uniform: ODU (sleeves up) 
 

0900-0920 Registration-Introductions-Housekeeping 
0920-0945 Power Point, Questions &Answers 
0945-1000 AUX FS Course Synopsis 
1000-1010 Break 
1010-1020 Performance Qualification System   
1020-1035 Ready for Deployment 
1035-1045 AUXFS Time Line 
1045-1145 Lunch and Medium Gallery Tour-$5.00 
1200-1230 Galley Tour of USCGC  ANVIL or 87' Cutter 
1230-1300 Wrap Up, Final Questions and Answers 
 

For more information and to attend the workshop, 
contact Ron Meetze:  dbsm13@sc.rr.com  
 

Duncan Hutchison, FL 12-8 Charleston, provides details of 
the Auxiliary Food Service program to Division 12 mem-
bers at an orientation meeting Nov. 5, 2016, at USCG Sta-
tion Charleston. Photo by Calvin Bowen. 

2017 Flotilla meetings 
changed to the 

LAST THURSDAY  

OF THE MONTH 

mailto:dbsm13@sc.rr.com


 

 

 

NAVIGATION SYSTEMS 
Roger Deaton, FSO-NS 
 
Lake Murray’s lake level was at 354 ft., down al-
most six feet, in late December.  Although not unu-
sual this time of year, boaters should watch for ex-
posed hazards by  the lower lake level.  

 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Michael Mikutaitis, FSO-IS 
 
13,000+ Volunteer Hours 
 
Flotilla 12-3 members reported more than 
13,000 volunteer hours in support of boat-
ing safety and U.S. Coast Guard missions.  
The final numbers will be available later in 
January, 2017.  
 

 
COMMUNICATION SERVICES 
Barbara Burchfield, FSO-CS 
 
A notice of flotilla meetings changed to the last 
Thursday of the month has been posted on the 
Home Page of Flotilla 12-3’s website.   
 
www.uscgaux-lakemurray.com 
 
Several 2017 calendar entries have been made 
as we prepare for another busy year. Meeting 
minutes and newsletters have been posted 
online.   
 

 

Using some ingenuity and available resources, 
someone probably had good intentions to warn 
boaters of a hazardous area when they replaced 
the missing buoy at Wise Ferry bridge with a 
beer keg.   
 
Thanks to Rebecca Connelly for the photo.   

You don’t see this everyday, folks.  

COMMUNICATIONS 
Calvin Bowen, FSO-CM 
 
I look forward to attending the USCG Sector 
Charleston Communications/Rescue 21 Meeting on 
Jan. 18, 2017, at the Coast Guard station.  You may 
remember the previous meeting scheduled in Octo-
ber was cancelled due to Hurricane Matthew.  My 
report will be in next month’s newsletter.  
 

 
MATERIALS 
Rebecca Connelly, FSO-MA 
 
Just a reminder that supplies and materials from 
the Auxiliary National Supply Center are sup-
plied to members from the FSO-MA.  I am the 
new Flotilla Staff Officer in 2017, learning the 
process.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 
Send your supply requests to me with your 
name, ID number and mailing address.  The 
items will be sent to your home.   
 
Search for items in the ANSC Catalog available 
from the Forms Warehouse. 

 

Staff Officer Reports 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-HR 
 
Rebecca Connelly received her Auxiliary ID card 
last month; another sign that the security approval 
process is improving.  
 
John Bradley received the New Member Pack-
age and was sworn in at the Change of Watch on 
Nov. 28, 2016.  
 
Welcome to George Jeandheur and Richard 
Helwig, Auxiliary members who transferred to 
Flotilla 12-3 recently from District 5S. 
 
George has been in the Auxiliary since 1979, 
serving in a number of leadership positions in-
cluding National Vice Commodore, Operations & 
Marine Safety.  He holds certifications as Boat 
Crew Coxswain and Instructor. George has a trail-
erable boat designated as an Auxiliary Operation-
al Facility (AUXFAC).  
 
Richard joined the Auxiliary in 1999 and hold cer-
tifications as Aid to Navigation Verifier, Boat Crew 
Coxswain, Instructor, Qualification Examiner, Tel-
ecommunications Operator and Vessel Examiner.  
He also has a trailerable boat serving as an 
AUXFAC.  
 
We have been communicating with a number of 
folks interested in learning more about the USCG 
Auxiliary.   
 
The new Auxiliary Clergy Support Program 
was announced on Oct. 27, 2016.   
 

MY.CGAUX.ORG 

Join the conversation 

by creating a profile at:   

my.CGAux.org 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 
 
Auxiliary Clergy Support (ACS) Program 
 
Reference:  COMDINST 1730.5 dated 27OCT2016 
 
Auxiliary national leadership, the Chief Director of 
Auxiliary (CG-BSX), and the Chaplain of the Coast 
Guard (CG-00A) recently completed their collabo-
rative establishment of Coast Guard Auxiliary Cler-
gy Support (ACS) program.   
 
On October 27, 2016, the Vice Commandant of 
the Coast Guard, Admiral Charles D. Michel, ap-
proved and signed the governing Commandant 
Instruction 1730.5.   
 
It can be found at:  https://www.uscg.mil/directives/
ci/1000-1999/CI_1730_5.pdf.   
 
Auxiliary national ACS program management re-
sides within the Human Resources Directorate. 
 
Auxiliarists are now authorized to apply for partici-
pation and engage in the ACS program in accord-
ance with the provisions of Commandant Instruc-
tion 1730.5.   
 
Two forms help collate requisite application infor-
mation: the Auxiliary Clergy Support (ACS) Appli-
cation form (ANSC-7069) and the Auxiliary Clergy 
Support (ACS) Statement of Ecclesiastical En-
dorsement form (ANSC-7070).  These forms will 
be available on the Auxiliary Forms Warehouse in 
fillable PDF versions.  

 
 

TEAMWORK 

Coming together is a beginning 

Keeping together is progress 

Working together is success 

- Henry Ford 

Staff Officer Reports 

http://cgaux.org/swl/login.php
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VESSEL EXAMINATIONS 
John Mezynski, FSO-VE 
 
Ending the year on a high note, ten Flotilla 12-3 
Vessel Examiners completed a record of 211 
vessel safety checks in 2016. The dramatic rise 
in the popularity of paddle sports has created 
another opportunity for Vessel Examiners to talk 
about boating safety.  

 
Boating Magazine recently published “10 Boat-
ing Safety Equipment Checks” with a direct link 
to the USCG Auxiliary website to request vessel 
safety checks. See the reprinted article and 10 
checks in this newsletter.  
  
2017 Decals Delivery Delayed: 
 

A posting in my.cgaux.org (Communities of In-
terest-Vessel Examination) on Dec. 21 notified 
us that “the printing of the 2017 Vessel Safety 
Check (VSC) decals was delayed due to some 
unanticipated production issues. Those issues 
have now been resolved due to the diligent work 
of all of the organizations concerned with their 
production.  We now anticipate that the decals 
will be available mid-January. Please note that 
the flotilla and division initial allocations will be 
mailed directly to the 2017 Flotilla Commander 
and Division Commander as indicated in 
AuxDirectory.” 
 
my.CGAux.org  
 
Vessel Examiners are encouraged to sign up 
and create a profile in my.CGAux.org to collabo-
rate with others nationally.  A great way to learn 
about specific topics is by exploring the Commu-
nities of Interest.  You can sign up for daily or 
weekly email notices for topics you are most in-
terested in knowing about.  

 
CONSUMER ALERT  

FOR DOCUMENTED VESSEL OWNERS 
 
BoatU.S. Magazine, December 2016, writer 
Charles Fort issued a consumer alert. 
 
“If it’s time to apply for, renew, or reinstate 
the U.S. Coast Guard documentation for 
your boat, be aware that the top hit on an 
online search for the official USCG docu-
mentation site may not belong to the Coast 
Guard.  What often does turn up, however, is 
an official-looking site that offers USCG doc-
umentation services, but at a very high price.  
For example, the USCG charges $133 for 
initial documentation, but you may be 
charged nearly $500 by a third-party service.  
Documentation renewals through the USCG 
cost $26; a third-party service may charge 
three time that.   
 
Typically, only a tiny disclaimer at the bottom 
of the page alerts consumers that the site is 
not the USCG’s.  These companies won’t get 
your documentation any faster, but they will 
lighten your wallet.” 

5 Auxiliary Facility Boats 

63 Power Boats 

143 Paddlecraft 

PROGRAM VISITATIONS 
Paula Scaglione, FSO-PV 
 
The final numbers are in for 2016.  We broke our 
previous record with 171 program visits conducted 
by 9 active PVs in the flotilla.  Great job, everyone!  
 
Remember that each program visit counts as one 
visit regardless how many times a month that you 
go to a business.  In a high traffic business during 
the busy boating season, safety brochures can 
disappear from a display in no time at all.  
 
Each program visit shows that the US Coast 
Guard is promoting boating safety and the well 
being of the public.   

http://my.cgaux.org
http://cgaux.org/swl/login.php


 

 

 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Linda Warren, FSO-PA 
 
My assignment as FSO-PA begins Jan. 1, 2017, as 
I learn more about the position and the process.   
 
Community Outreach: Veterans Day Parade 
 
USCG Station Charleston led a trio of boats from 
Team Coast Guard with a RB-S (Response Boat-
Small) in the parade on Nov. 11 through the down-
town streets of Columbia.  Joe Livingston, Flotilla 
12-1, towed his operational facility boat and  Al 
Crothers, Flotilla 12-3, towed his PWC Auxiliary 
operational facility.  The diversity of water craft was 
something new for the spectators to see and 
shows the flexibility of our boating programs.   
 
Five members participated in this event: Al Croth-
ers, Hiroko Bowen, Calvin Bowen, John Mezynski 
and Robert Falsetti.  
 

 

Think Auxiliary!   
 

We are here to support the USCG and 
our community with numerous skills 
and talents.   

Three Coast Guard and Auxiliary operational vessels prepare to enter the 
Veterans Day parade of entries.  Photo by John Mezynski.  

 
FINANCE 
Barbara Burchfield, FSO-FN 
 
It was an extraordinary year for Flotilla 12-3 with 
the sale of the flotilla owned boat and the Auxilia-
ry dock reconstruction project.   
 
Public Education Asset 
We purchased a new laptop and carrying case 
for Public Education use.  It has been assigned 
and transferred to FSO-PE after adding soft-
ware.  The previous laptop was damaged, re-
moved from the inventory and destroyed. 
 
Finance & Inventory Audits 
Guidance has been received by District Staff Of-
ficer-Finance for completing the necessary 2016 
financial and inventory audits.  Our inventory has 
been completed and Russ Jernigan has volun-
teered to be on the Audit Committee with a com-
plete review of all documents.  With all in order, 
we will  have all documents signed and ready to 
send after the Jan. 26 flotilla meeting.  
 
National Finance Officer Appointment 
In December we received notice that Commo-
dore Bob Bruce has been appointed ANACO-
CFO (Chief Financial Officer) for the Auxiliary. It 
stated that the new position is designed to ac-
complish several things (not a complete list): 
 
(1)  Be a resource for District FNs.  Develop a set 
of best practices. Develop aids for the proper con-
duct of local audits. 
 
(2)  Develop long-range financial plans to support 
the Auxiliary Strategic Plan and capital project 
requests. 
 
(3)  Standardize national staff budgeting process 
and financial reporting at the national level. 
 
(4)  Provide a force of Auxiliarists to assist the 
gold-side with financial counselling of active duty 
and reserve members. This will include counsel-
ling regarding the new Blended Retirement Sys-
tem. 
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OPERATIONS 
Festus Burchfield, FSO-OP 
 
Great progress occurred in surface operations last 
year with the addition of coxswains, boat crew and 
auxiliary operational facilities (AUXFAC).   
 
We completed: 
 
 Oct. 22  QE Audit - Boats 
 Oct. 29  QE Audit - PWC 
         24  Missions Under CG Orders 
       460   Member Underway Hours  
 
Going into the new year we have: 
 
 4 Coxswain 
 4 Boat Crew  
 4 AUXFAC - Boats 
 2 AUXFAC - PWC 
 
Surface operations in 2017 will focus on training 
new boat crew members, increasing proficiency and 
supporting the local regattas and community boat-
ing events at Lake Murray and Lake Wateree.  
 
At the Flotilla 12-3 Change of Watch on Nov. 28, 
Barbara and I were surprised and honored to re-
ceive the “Order of Megalodon” awarded by District 
7 Commodore Robert Weskerna.  The certificate 
was issued for “having sailed over 1,000 hours on 
Coast Guard orders”.  The megalodon is noted as 
being “the biggest prehistoric shark that ever lived 
and largest marine predator in the history of the 
planet” according to About.com article posted June 
15, 2016.  I’m not sure exactly how that relates to 
1,000 hours but maybe it has something to do with 
longevity! 

Staff Officer Reports 

 
MEMBER TRAINING 
Allen Crothers, FSO-MT 
 
Training report for November & December: 
 

 Promote AUXMT course completion and re-
mind/assist members with requirements 
 New members are completing the 8 

AUXMT and FEMA courses as they re-
ceive their ID numbers 

 No AUXMT activity has occurred from ex-
isting non-active members, as expected 

 Flotilla 12-3 is currently at ~ 87% complete 
 
 Operational  Training  

 12-3 Coxswains completed their required 
Sector Charleston night patrol hours (plan 
to schedule this earlier in the season in fu-
ture years) 

 Planning the TCT refresher, ABS course 
and TCT (4hr) in early 2017 for new mem-
bers and crew 

 
 Leadership  

 The new (2017) Flotilla bridge participated 
in the ‘Elected Flotilla Leadership Academy’ 
hosted by Judith Hudson’s, DCO-e D7, 
training team in November 2016  

 FC-elect and VFC-elect completed “Nuts & 
Bolts” leadership training in November 

 Linda Warren completed the BQCII course 
(7 modules and tests) 

 John Bradley completed ICS-400 
 1 member is working on the current 

AUXACN (Advanced Coastal Navigation) 
course 

 3 members are working on their require-
ments to attend the AUXFS session at CG 
Air Station Clearwater 

 
December is historically a slow month for class-
room training, however a great month for individu-
al online training.  If you complete any training, 
send me an email so your accomplishments will 
be recognized.  
 

Auxiliary online learning center 
  

Life-sea.blogspot.com photo 

http://dinosaurs.about.com/od/otherprehistoriclife/ss/10-Facts-About-Megalodon.htm
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=online-learning
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=T-DEPT&category=online-learning


 

 

 

AUXILIARY DOCK REBUILTAUXILIARY DOCK REBUILT  
  
Rebuilding the Auxiliary dock at Flotilla Rebuilding the Auxiliary dock at Flotilla 
Island was a longIsland was a long--time dream for several time dream for several 
members.  It seems that all the stars had members.  It seems that all the stars had 
to align to make it happen, and they did.  to align to make it happen, and they did.    
  
Even the weather cooperated as volun-Even the weather cooperated as volun-
teers worked from Nov. 9 through Dec. 5 teers worked from Nov. 9 through Dec. 5 
to remove the old boards, strengthen to remove the old boards, strengthen 
some areas and lay down the new dock some areas and lay down the new dock 
planks.  Three deteriorated pilings were planks.  Three deteriorated pilings were 
replaced with new ones by Agnew Lake replaced with new ones by Agnew Lake 
Service during the project.  Service during the project.    
  
The finishing touches will be completed The finishing touches will be completed 
in the spring, such as repainting the in the spring, such as repainting the 
handrails and applying a wood sealant handrails and applying a wood sealant 
over the planks. over the planks.   
  
Russ Jernigan and Kenny Uschelbec  Russ Jernigan and Kenny Uschelbec  
headed up the Dock Project Committee headed up the Dock Project Committee 
with Roger Deaton, Bill Lindsay, Mat-with Roger Deaton, Bill Lindsay, Mat-
thew Lindsay, John Bradley, Barbara thew Lindsay, John Bradley, Barbara 
Burchfield, Festus Burchfield and Scott Burchfield, Festus Burchfield and Scott 
Iverson doing site work and hauling off Iverson doing site work and hauling off 
debris.  Kenny dubbed  the group ‘the debris.  Kenny dubbed  the group ‘the 
Dock Docs”, adding humor  and fun to Dock Docs”, adding humor  and fun to 
the project. the project.   
  
Special thanks to Ann Graham, FL 12Special thanks to Ann Graham, FL 12--6, 6, 
for donating fire hoses to be used as for donating fire hoses to be used as 
protective dock ‘fenders’.protective dock ‘fenders’.  

Photo above, from left: Roger Deaton, Bill Lindsay, Festus Burch-
field, Kenny Uschelbec, Russ Jernigan and Matthew Lindsay in-
spect the nearly completed platform.  Photo left: The first item to 
be finished was the ramp from the first platform (viewing station) 
to the floating dock.   Photos by John Bradley and Barbara Burch-



 

 

 

USCG releases 2017-21 Boating Safety Strategic Plan 
American Security Today  
 
The U.S. Coast Guard’s Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety released the Strategic Plan of the National 
Recreational Boating Safety Program 2017 to 2021. 
 

 
“Over the next five years, the Coast Guard will work closely with represent-
atives of national recreational boating safety organizations to implement the 
various elements of the plan.” USCG Rear Admiral Paul Thomas 
 
This plan is the third in a series of five-year strategic plans and continues 
or updates boating safety initiatives and progress measurements that have 
proven successful over time, while closing gaps identified in the most re-
cent review of strategic opportunities. 
 

 
The plan includes three primary initiatives: 
•  Improve and expand recreational boating education, training and outreach 
•  Update, leverage and enforce policies, regulations and standards, and 
•  Improve and expand recreational boating data collection and research 
 
The Coast Guard reminds all boaters to boat responsibly while on the water: 
•  Wear a life jacket 
•  Take a boating safety course 
•  Attach your engine cut-off switch 
•  Get a free vessel safety check, and 
•  Avoid alcohol or other impairing substance consumption 
 

“This strategic plan is an 
important piece of the 
Coast Guard’s boating 
safety program.”  
 
~Rear Adm. Paul Thomas, 
assistant commandant for 
prevention policy. 

  See the video 

Rear Adm. Paul Thomas, USCG photo 

Commodore Judith Hudson Gary Barth, Chief of Staff 

 DCO watch words: 

Listening 

Learning  

Leading 

Meet  2017 District 7 Elected Leadership  

http://www.uscgboating.org/content/strategic-plan.php
https://americansecuritytoday.com/uscg-releases-2017-21-boating-safety-strategic-plan-video/


 

 

 

10 BOATING SAFETY EQUIPMENT CHECKS 
By Jim Hendricks  November 22, 2016 
Reprinted from Boatingmag.com  
 

New Season Safety Checklist 
 
For many boaters, January is a period of downtime, and 
that makes it a great month to inspect and update safety 
equipment — particularly if you have pulled it off the 
boat for winter storage. Here is my suggested 10-point 
checklist, but feel free to add to it and use each new 
year to ensure the season ahead is as safe as possible. 
 

1. Check Flares 
These require replacement every three years. Check the 
expiration dates on your handheld and meteor flares. If 
they are set to expire midseason, put a reminder on 
your calendar. If they expire within a month or two, you 
might as well replace them now. 
 

2. Inspect Fire Extinguishers 
Check the pressure gauges on all of your boat’s fire ex-
tinguishers to make sure they read in the green “full” 
zone. If any of them appear to have been even partially 
discharged, replace them with Coast Guard-approved 
fire extinguishers. Give existing extinguishers a good 
shake to break loose the fire-retardant powder that 
might have become caked at the bottom. Make sure the 
bracket still holds the extinguisher securely. 
 

3. Test EPIRBs and PLBs 
These require re-registration every two years, as man-
dated by the National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), which sends a reminder. But if 
your address or email has changed, you might not have 
received it. Check your EPIRB and PLBs for the re-
registration date, and if it is time, go to 
www.sarsat.noaa.gov to update the information. Also, 
check to see when you need to replace the batteries in 
your EPIRBs and PLBs. Most of these devices offer a test 
procedure, and now is a good time to run it. 
 

4. Examine Life Jackets 
Make sure fabric, straps, buckles and flotation materials 
remain in prime condition. If there’s any doubt, throw 
them out and replace them with brand-new jackets. If 
you have inflatable life jackets, remove and inspect the 
CO2 cartridges. If any are damaged or used, replace 
them with new ones. 
 

5. Check Your Horn 
Make sure you have a functioning Coast Guard-approved 
sound-producing device on board. 

Boatingmag.com photo by Bill Doster 

 

6. Replace Batteries 
Replace all of the batteries in your flashlights, and buy 
spare fresh batteries to keep on boat. If any of your flash-
lights have rechargeable batteries, give them all a charge, 
and enter reminders on your calendar to recharge them 
again in the future. 
 

7. Test Your Bilge Pump 
You might have to wait until spring commissioning for this, 
but as soon as the boat is ready, stick your head in the 
bilge compartment while someone presses the bilge pump 
switch to make sure it runs. While you’re there, lift up on 
the float on the automatic bilge-pump switch to ensure 
that it turns on the pump. Check all of the wiring and con-
nectors to verify that they are corrosion-free. 
 

8. Inspect Ground Tackle 
Pull out and inspect all of your anchor rode and ground 
tackle. Replace elements such as the line, chain or shackles 
that show excessive corrosion or wear and tear. Now is 
also a great time to create a new chain-to-rope eye splice. 
 

9. Switch on Navigation Lights 
Check them all to make sure they work. 
 

10. Schedule a VSC 
If you want the Coast Auxiliary or Power Squadrons to 
help in making your boat as safe as possible, schedule a 
Vessel Safety Check. Volunteer members of either group 
will come to your marina or your house (for trailered 
boats) to conduct a VSC. If you pass, you receive a VSC 
decal for the year. To schedule a VSC, visit 
wow.uscgaux.info. 

http://wow.uscgaux.info


 

 

 

Veterans Day Parade - Nov. 11, 2016 

Honoring our veterans in the parade, hosted by 
the City of Columbia, are pictured below.  
 
From left:  Robert Falsetti FL 12-3,  BM1 Daniel 
Torres and BM1 Mahire A’Giza USCG Station 
Charleston, Al Crothers FL 12-3, Joe Livingston, 
Bob Young, Willie Hanton and Jay Dahlgren FL 
12-1, with Hiroko Bowen, FL 12-3, in front and 
SN Murray, USCG Station Charleston, sitting on 
the Coast Guard boat.  
 
Photo right: Hiroko Bowen,  riding on the  Coast 
Guard boat, turns to hear the radio announce-
ment from SN Murray.  
 
Photos by John Mezynski and Calvin Bowen, 
FL 12-3 



 

 

 

Coast Guard Marks End of Record  
Counter-Drug Year 
 
Global Trade magazine, posted Nov. 16, 2016 
 
The U.S. Coast Guard marked the end of a rec-
ord year in counter-drug operations as the crew 
of Cutter Waesche from Alameda, California, of-
floaded more than 39,000 pounds of cocaine in 
San Diego recently.  
 
The Coast Guard and its interagency partners 
removed more than 416,600 pounds of cocaine 
worth over $5.6 billion in fiscal year 2016, which 
ran from Oct. 1, 2015, to Sept. 30, 2016. The 
service's previous record was 367,700 pounds of 
cocaine removed in fiscal year 2008.  
 
Read more 
  

EPA Raises Expected Level of Ethanol  
for 2017 
 
Trade Only Today 
By Reagan Haynes, posted Nov. 28, 2016 
 
The Environmental Protection Agency reversed 
course from its initial proposal regarding mandated 
ethanol volumes for 2017, acting to increase the 
volumes more than initially proposed. 
 
The EPA announced that it raised its corn ethanol 
volume mandate for 2017 to levels Congress set in 
the 2007 Renewable Fuel Standard, “handing a 
win to agricultural groups and biofuel makers,” ac-
cording to the National Marine Manufacturers As-
sociation. 
 
In the final volume rule, the agency said it would 
require that 15 billion gallons of conventional biofu-
el be mixed into the nation’s fuel supply, an in-
crease from the 14.8 billion gallons it had called for 
in its May proposal. The May proposal had raised 
the ire of both ethanol opponents and proponents.   
 
Read more 

Disposal of Unwanted/Outdated  
Pyrotechnic Devices 
 
Auxiliary Leadership Link, Sept. 2016 
 
Auxiliarists are sometimes asked to accept out-of-
date or otherwise unwanted  pyrotechnic  devices 
for disposal.   
 

Accepting such materials for disposal is not an 
authorized mission for the Auxiliary and may result 
in individual Auxiliarists taking possession of un-
stable and hazardous materials and becoming 
personally responsible for their disposal.   
 
Although some municipal and volunteer fire de-
partments or law enforcement agencies may ac-
cept pyrotechnics for disposal, many will not. Dis-
posal may pose potential health or safety hazards 
to the individual or to the environment. 
  
If, as a member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary,  you 
are requested to take possession of such materi-
als for disposal, the request must be respectfully 
declined.   
 
The only appropriate advice that may be given 
with respect to disposing of the unwanted materi-
als is to caution against throwing them overboard, 
activating them in the marine environment, or dis-
posing of them in household trash.   
 
It would be appropriate to suggest that the individ-
ual contact local  law enforcement or fire protec-
tion authorities for guidance on disposing of the 
unwanted materials.  Members should not recom-
mend that they be  activated on land or retained 
on board a vessel as back-ups since older flares 
may become unstable and their burn rates unpre-
dictable. 

Coast Guard photo 

http://www.globaltrademag.com/global-trade-daily/coast-guard-marks-end-record-counter-drug-year
http://www.tradeonlytoday.com/2016/11/epa-raises-expected-level-of-ethanol-for-2017


 

 

 

NOTICE! 
2017 Flotilla meetings 7PM on the   
LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 

HOLD YOUR FIRE 
  
Tempted to hold an impromptu fireworks display 
with those expired flares kicking around your 
boat? Think twice.  The U.S. Coast Guard says 
flares fired frivolously have cost taxpayers mil-
lions. Every time a flare is sighted, according to 
the 7th Coast Guard District in Miami, they send 
out search teams.  The minimum cost of those 
searches ranges from $61,000 to $89,000.   
 
Causing a false alarm is punishable by hefty fines, 
including reimbursing the cost of the rescue.  
 
Reprinted from BoatU.S. magazine Dec. 2014 


